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Learn more and sign up for events 
by tapping on the events or visit  
graceb3.org/events

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

TOP TO BOTTOM    The Great Grace Bake Off Get your Costco 
sample fix by trying a variety of our congregation's best baked 
items and vote for your favorite! 4/7 • Thrive for 5th & 6th Graders 
A 4-week interactive class during 1st service begins on 4/7 • 
Membership Class 4/14 • Parents Roundtable Discussion Come 
get encouraged and equipped to make disciples of the next 
generation in your own household! 8:30 or 10:15am on 5/5

http://graceb3.org/events
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2191980
http://graceb3.org/events
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2191604
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TOP TO BOTTOM    The Missions Course Discover your  
God-given mission on Sundays 4/14-5/19 • Volunteer Fair Find 
ways you can serve on 4/21 • Child Dedication Class This class is 
designed to equip parents who wish to dedicate themselves before 
the church to raise their children in the Lord. 10:15-11:30am on 5/5

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2156530
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2217340
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2220314


4-week Thrive class

Our desire is for kids to dig into God’s 
word in order to know who God is and to 
find answers to their questions. In the 
four weeks of class, we will address “optical 
illusions” that kids may hear from people at 
school, in their community,  or even be thinking 
themselves:

• If I mess up, God will reject me
• Stuff will make me happy
• Jesus was just a good man
• There are many ways to heaven

At this stage of their lives, kids are asking deep 
questions and the world is offering them many 
answers, most of which are lies. We use these 
four weeks of class as an opportunity to work 
with these kids to dive deeply into God’s word 
for answers. Over the years of offering this 
class, we have seen kids be vulnerable, share 
what they are really thinking, and ask good 
questions. It is a safe place for kids to come 
and be open and honest in a class of their 
peers who are usually struggling with the same 
issues. Please be in prayer for the kids who 
will attend and those of us who are teaching 
to impart the truth of the gospel in a deep and 
meaningful way. ⸙

Class will take place during the 8:30am service 
in April.

By Children's Ministry Lead 
Coordinator Natasha Miller
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Church 
Planting 
Partners
Over the past year, the leadership of Grace 
Church, including the Elder Board, the Senior 
Leadership team, Pastor Brooks, and me, have 
been looking into joining Harbor Network. 

Harbor is a non-denominational association of 
churches from across the country with the goal 
of seeing churches thrive. They say on their 
website, “Our vision is to see the gospel of Jesus 
Christ bring renewal to people and places across 
the United States and beyond through movements 
of thriving churches.” Grace values these things 
as well, and Harbor has experience in planting 
churches as a means of bringing renewal and 
growth. In January, Grace became a member 
church of Harbor Network.  

We joined because we wanted to partner with 
other churches and believers. Our connection 
to Harbor is completely voluntary, and if at any 
time we decide we would like to leave, we can. 
While Harbor has doctrinal guidelines, they are 
not a denomination or primarily concerned with 
guarding our doctrine. Instead, they focus on 
providing resources, training, equipping, and 
providing encouragement. As part of the network, 
Grace will both receive and give.
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By Executive Pastor Josh Haveman



First, Harbor will help us better equip ourselves 
to plant churches. Grace Community Church is on 
the path to planting a church on Kansas Avenue 
by Interstate 380 in the next few years. Our recent 
efforts to plant a church in Riverside and assist 
the group that is planting in Amana have shown 
us that we have a lot to learn about the church 
planting process. Harbor has over ten years of 
experience in planting churches and helping 
communities of believers come together around a 
common purpose. Through personal connections, 
teaching, one-to-one guidance, and other support, 
Grace will benefit from our membership in Harbor 
Network as we take on church planting again in 
the near future. 

Next, Grace staff and lay leaders will have 
opportunities to assist other network churches. 
Though we don’t have significant church planting 
experience, we do have expertise in various other 
areas: counseling, safety and security, preaching 
and teaching, and more. Many of our staff and 
some of our elders and volunteer leaders will have 
the opportunity to connect with other churches 
in the network to train, teach, support, and equip 
them.

We will address the financial cost of joining the 
network in the annual business meeting handouts 
and during the meeting discussion time. Until 
then, if you have questions or would like to know 
more, please feel free to reach out to Pastor Josh 
(joshh@graceb3.org) or visit the Harbor Network 
website (www.harbornetwork.com). ⸙
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http://graceb3.org/events
mailto:joshh%40graceb3.org?subject=
http://www.harbornetwork.com
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http://graceb3.org/events
http://graceb3.org/events
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We hosted our annual Winter Retreat at the end 
of January and I wanted to take a moment to 
share some of the highlights with the church! On 
Friday night, roughly 95 students and volunteers 
gathered for worship, games, and an introductory 
session on the weekend’s theme, Embrace. We 
began with a call to embrace Christ as Lord and 
submit ourselves to him, either for the first time 
or for anyone who has proclaimed to be believers 
but has embraced other things as their source of 
identity, to truly walk in obedience. Over the course 
of the weekend, students had the opportunity to 
hear from many different speakers on various 
topics, including fighting temptations, practicing 
spiritual disciplines, recognizing the marks of 
godly friendships, family and dating relationships, 
and sharing their faith, to name a few. It was an 
amazing weekend filled with laughter, worship, 
teaching, and building deeper (and new) 
relationships. It was awesome to see students 
actively participating and discussing how God’s 
word impacts the way we act, think, and believe 
as we relate to the culture and the world around 
us. We also discussed how we could navigate 
these areas with wisdom and hope as we embrace 
Christ, biblical community, and the call to love and 
reach the lost with the gospel, especially where 
there is little or no desire to honor God. ⸙

Winter 
Retreatrecap

By Student Ministry Director Brian Hagedorn
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Are You 
Ready to 
Take Your 

Next Step?
By Volunteer Engagement Director 

Ryan McFadden

In a church our size, it’s easy to walk in on 
Sunday and think that you aren’t needed to 
serve because everything seems to run just 
fine. You might think that you don’t have any skills 
or gifts that are useful to the church, that you don’t 
have the time to serve, or that nothing would fit 
into your schedule.

The goal for April’s Volunteer Fair is to share 
opportunities to serve this summer and prep for 
the fall semester. The church needs individuals 
who can serve during Sunday services and 
outside of Sunday service times in various ways. 
Ministries you’ll see at the fair include Children’s 
Ministry, Student Ministry, Guest Services, Coffee, 
Music and A/V, and Outreach to name just a few.
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Here are two unique opportunities to serve 
during the summer:

SOD SQUAD (Landscaping)

Do you have a green thumb and enjoy landscape 
beautification projects? We need volunteers 
to help with the church property from planting 
flowers, mowing lawns, removing weeds, and 
more. If you are interested in volunteering on 
the Sod Squad, contact Zahk Xalyrion, Facilities 
Coordinator, at zahkx@graceb3.org.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Backyard Bible Club and 
Classrooms)

As one of our biggest volunteer needs in a church, 
we need volunteers in Children Ministry to help 
coordinate Backyard Bible Club, help in the 
classrooms, and prep for the fall semester. Help 
our Children’s Ministry staff by being a volunteer 
during the summer and upcoming fall semester.  
Contact Natasha Miller, Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator, at natasham@graceb3.org.  

Why Should I Serve?

As the church, we need multiple people in different 
areas using their unique gifts and strengths to 
help spread the gospel and serve as the hands 
and feet of Jesus Christ. God made you with 
specific abilities to help serve the body of Christ 
in ways that others aren’t equipped to do. This 
is reflected in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 when Paul 
writes to the church of Corinth, saying the body 
has multiple members and it cannot function with 
only one part of the body. 
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Where Can I Find These Opportunities?

Take the first step by checking out the Volunteer 
Fair on Sunday, April 21, after service. Meet folks 
serving in different ministries and let them know 
if you would like to help. Afterward, a ministry 
leader will set up a time to meet and discuss the 
opportunities in more detail, helping you decide 
what opportunity best fits your strengths and 
availability.

If I Do Not See an Opportunity to Serve, What 
is My Next Step?

If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me, Ryan McFadden, Volunteer 
Engagement Director, at ryanm@ graceb3.
org. I would love to meet you and help you 
find opportunities to serve as part of Grace 
Community Church.

Please consider volunteering and help build up 
our church body. Everyone plays a vital part in the 
body of Jesus Christ. ⸙
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http://graceb3.org/events


Every year, Grace sends out men and women on 
short-term missions trips. These trips have gone 
to cities in the US, various African countries, India, 
Thailand, Haiti, and Guatemala. Recently, most 
of our trips have been to Guatemala, but we are 
currently exploring other short-term opportunities.

Why do we do this? Why does Grace consider it 
important to send people out to serve for a week or 
two at a time?

There are three significant reasons why we believe 
short-term missions are an important part of 
faith life. The first and most important reason is 
that Jesus calls his disciples to make disciples. 
Certainly, every Christian can and should be making 
disciples in the place where they live. This includes 
reaching out to your family, your physical neighbors, 
and your coworkers. But people of every tribe, 
nation, and tongue need to hear the gospel and 
experience its impact in their lives. By participating 
in short-term missions trips, we all have the 

Why Do 
We Go on 

Short-Term 
Missions?
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opportunity to obey Christ’s call to share the gospel 
around the whole world. 

Next, we want to encourage vocational missionaries 
and support regional partners. Grace believes it is 
important to actively support individuals who have 
chosen to move to a new place and engage with a 
local culture on a long-term basis. Visiting our field 
staff and other missionaries helps us to encourage 
them, build stronger connections with them, and 
also learn what it is like to do the work they do. 
Sometimes, we can directly contribute to the work 
they are doing. This can help our field staff partners 
and also grow us closer to brothers and sisters in 
Christ that live in other parts of the world. 

Finally, short-term missions are important because 
they offer a clear “next step” for people who are 
growing in their faith. It takes an act of faith to 
leave the culture and experiences that you are 
familiar with and go to serve people that are not like 
you. Grace wants to always give its members and 
attenders these kinds of opportunities to become 
more mature believers. It is true that we can grow by 
serving locally and by engaging our own community 
with the gospel.  But sometimes it can be very 
helpful to see how God is working in and through 
circumstances that are not like the ones we know. 

Are you seeking to grow in trust, dependence, and 
faithfulness? Would you like to directly contribute 
to the support of our field staff and missionary 
partners? As you have read Jesus’ call to make 
disciples, do you feel led to make disciples of 
people in other parts of the world? If you are 
answering “yes” to any of these questions, talk to 
a pastor, elder, or staff person at Grace. We would 
love to pray with and for you about the possibility of 
you participating in an upcoming short-term mission 
trip through Grace. ⸙
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