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TOP TO BOTTOM    Party at the Park 7th - 12th graders are 
invited to enjoy a night at the park, playing games, laughing, 
and spending time with others at Penn Meadows Park • Sunday 
Night Discussion Series This discussion series is designed to help 
us understand how Jesus wants his followers to engage a culture 
that mocks our faith and seeks to remove its influence from the 
public sphere. Join us to learn what to do about it. • Classic Car 
Rally Night & BBQ Enjoy some live music, free BBQ and check out 
vintage cars and trucks at Grace Community Church's Classic Car 
Rally in partnership with Classy Chassy Cruisers.

Learn more and sign up for events  
by tapping on the events or visit  
graceb3.org/events

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

tap for 
details

tap for 
details

tap for 
details

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2348829
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2368426
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2352864
http://graceb3.org/events
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2348829
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2368426
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2352864
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TOP TO BOTTOM    Guatemala July Missions Trip Follow along on 
the team's blog during their trip on July 21-28 • Volunteer Fair Find 
out ways you can serve at Grace after each service on July 28.

tap for 
details

tap for 
details

https://graceb3.org/missions/guatemala/
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2363533
https://graceb3.org/missions/guatemala/
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/2363533


Family 
Sit-Together

practical tips

1

2

3

The summer is in full swing and your 
elementary-aged children are starting 
to settle into sitting with you in service, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s been easy. To help 
you successfully make it through the rest of 
the summer, the Children’s Ministry team has 
some practical tips which might be useful.

Set Expectations before you arrive at 
church. Your kids are still learning to sit in 
service so reminders are important.

Pack a bag on Saturday evening that you 
will bring to service with your children. This 
will eliminate some of the rush on Sunday 
morning, as well as ensure that what is 
being brought into service is appropriate. 
Put the bag in your vehicle that night. 

Bring some "church-only" items like 
small 100-piece puzzles, Wikki Stix, 
coloring books or word searches.
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By Lead Children's Ministry 
Coordinator Natasha Miller
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Draw For younger elementary-aged 
children, or kids who don’t like to write, 
have them draw pictures of what they hear 
during the sermon. This will keep them 
engaged in the content. After service, ask 
them to show you what they drew.

Serve with your child(ren) Find 
a place to serve with your child on 
Sunday mornings. Volunteer to be a 
greeter, usher, or child check-in helper. 
This shows your child that they are a 
contributing member of the church and 
will also help them meet others who call 
Grace home. 

Keep a positive attitude about having 
your kids with you in service. Remember 
that you are teaching a life-long skill and 
that children are an important part of our 
church body! ⸙

4 Take notes For older elementary-aged 
children, teach them how to take notes 
over the sermon, buy them a notebook, and 
have them take notes and share them after 
the service. This builds a skill they will use 
for the rest of their life.
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"Now while Paul was 
waiting for them at 

Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him 
as he saw that the 

city was full of idols." 
Acts 17:16
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By Lead Pastor Brooks Simpson

postponed



What provokes your spirit when you 
examine your culture? If you believe 
there are two genders, and sex should be 
reserved for marriage between one man 
and one woman, you’ll be labeled a hateful 
bigot. In Paul’s day, the people of Athens 
likewise looked down on him, mocking 
his faith. Their idolatry and sin provoked 
his spirit, too. But being stirred up by sin, 
we face an important follow-up question:  
what does God want us to do about it?

This summer we will have a series of 
Sunday evening discussions called 
Kingdoms In Conflict: How to Interact 
with a Kingdom That’s Not Your Own. 
The discussions are designed to help us 
understand how Jesus wants his followers 
to engage a culture that mocks our faith 
and seeks to remove its influence and 
presence from the public sphere. 

Mark your calendars; the discussions 
will start at 6pm on the following Sunday 
nights: 

•  July 14 & 28  
•  August 11 & 25  
•  September 8 

Dates to be announced this fall. ⸙

Grace Insider    July8



Grace Insider    July9



Grace Insider    July10

What would you think if you pulled into 
our parking lot and read that on our sign? 
Does that sound beyond the reach of any local 
church? Isn't it a bit pretentious to claim to be 
doing something so lofty? I mean, who obeys 
everything Jesus commands? No one goes 
a day without falling short in some capacity, 
so why would a church set themselves up for 

By Lead Pastor Brooks Sim
pson
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failure by attempting something so difficult? 
Putting it on our sign might be a terrible idea, 
but it was Jesus who said to teach people to 
obey everything he commanded. 

And Jesus came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Matthew 28:18–20 

This passage is called the Great Commission. 
It may not be plastered on our sign out front, 
but it is our mission and informs everything 
we do as a church. You read it everywhere 
and hear it quoted verbatim and restated a 
hundred different ways, but is it happening? 
Are disciples being made? Are we observing 
Jesus' commands and teaching others how 
to observe them?

As disciples, are we growing in our love 
for others as Jesus loved us: our families, 
neighbors, and even our enemies? The 
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degree to which we love as Jesus loved 
determines whether the world will recognize 
us as genuine disciples of Jesus  
(John 13:34-35). Quoting the Great 
Commission doesn't fulfill it. Loving God and 
one another does. 

For five weeks this August we’ll take a candid 
look at our church’s calling, progress, and 
future.

• Who we are.
• Where we are headed.
• How do we get there?

Who we are

We will take a look at our calling, who we are 
in Christ. We will also take an honest look at 
the ways we are not walking day-to-day in the 
reality of who he created us to be.

"For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them." Ephesians 2:8–10
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Where we are headed

Living out our calling as disciples means we 
have to do what disciples do. That sounds 
obvious, but have you ever wondered, “How 
do I become the kind of person who loves 
like Jesus?” Are we doing what disciples do? 
Are you? Providing a building and adding one 
service on top of another is not a plan; it’s a 
reaction. Instead, we must train one another. 

"You then, my child, be strengthened by the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you 
have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be 
able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:1-2

How do we get there? 

We will outline the changes we will make as 
a church to grow in becoming and making 
disciples. We will also challenge you to alter 
your life and give the Spirit free reign to make 
you like Jesus. It is not enough to know what 
Jesus said. We must choose to obey.

"But be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves." James 1:22

Join us in August for this vision series. ⸙
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http://graceb3.org/events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-wHQM3rRsc24iAz-y4RTtgEKL01wnBCUQahRRXx17x3cM-Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVrXatdzj_0nEdX5f4d7HILsrbJ9U5DpWL9fNml01Sf2aqPA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvBxYok1Lrmzllsn_Rrb6alGvfhehjlPSB4b04p3ygh5UkjA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5fBnOZbGmEEqImYiew1vP1JbynWNQ_1Hsvb8o-xXXtDwnGA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Are you 
ready to 
serve?

In a church our size, it’s easy to walk 
in on Sunday and think that you aren’t 
needed to serve because everything 
seems to run just fine. You might think 
that you don’t have any skills or gifts that 
are useful to the church, that you don’t have 
the time to serve, or that nothing would fit 
into your schedule.

The goal for July’s Summer Volunteer 
Fair is to share opportunities to serve in 
the summer season and prep for the fall 
semester. The church needs individuals to 
serve in various ways during and outside 
Sunday services. Ministries you’ll see at 
the fair include Children’s Ministry, Student 
Ministry, Guest Services, Coffee, Music and 
A/V, and Outreach to name just a few.

By Volunteer Engagement Director 
Ryan McFadden
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Why should I serve?

In short, we have a biblical responsibility 
to serve one another. Jesus Christ is the 
ultimate example of what it looks like to 
live a God-glorifying life. He came to earth 
to serve others, and when we serve others, 
we demonstrate our love for him. Also, he 
served as the ultimate volunteer, serving us 
by dying on the cross and rising from the 
grave. He said his purpose in life was to 
serve: 

“...the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:28

Serving in a church community is not only 
rewarding, but vital. Many of our programs 
and activities would not be possible 
without individuals serving within our 
church. Talking about serving someone 
is no longer common in our culture, but 
language about serving is common. And in 
truth, a servant is a person who freely gives 
their time, treasures, and talents to serve 
others.

Not all serving opportunities are the same, 
though. An outstanding servant is someone 
who serves in their area of strength, has 
a positive attitude, and is always looking 
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for ways to improve their area of service. 
Choosing to serve is terrific. However, 
outstanding servants are better than 
people who serve simply out of obligation. 
They desire to serve because they serve an 
awesome God. 

At Grace Community Church, we desire to 
see every member and attendee engaged 
in active discipleship, learning to live like 
Jesus. Part of that includes involvement 
in excellent and faithful service. For that 
reason, Grace has established the following 
systems and structures to help people use 
their God-given gifts and talents to glorify 
the Lord while blessing both servants and 
those they serve. 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10

Where can I find these opportunities?

Take the first step by checking out the 
Summer Volunteer Fair on Sunday,  
July 28, after each service. Meet folks 
serving in different ministries and let them 
know if you would like to help. Afterward, 
a ministry leader will set up a time to meet 
and discuss the opportunities in more 
detail, helping you decide what opportunity 
best fits your strengths and availability.
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If I do not see an opportunity to serve, 
what is my next step?

Please feel free to contact me, Ryan 
McFadden, Volunteer Engagement Director, 
at ryanm@graceb3.org. I would love to 
meet you and help you find opportunities to 
serve as part of Grace Community Church.

Please consider volunteering and help 
build up our church body. Everyone plays 
an important part within the body of Jesus 
Christ. ⸙

mailto:ryanm%40graceb3.org?subject=


Grace Insider    July19

PARTNERING 
GUATEMALA TEAM

WITH  
THE

Grace Community Church partners 
with Bethel Ministries International in 
Guatemala to serve the Lord there in a 
variety of ways. This partnership includes 
short-term mission trips from Grace to 
Guatemala twice a year.

A typical trip involves 15-20 people from 
Grace spending a week in the country 
building houses, visiting people in their 
homes, and distributing wheelchairs. 

This July, a team plans to build homes — 
pouring concrete slabs for foundations, 
building a metal frame, assembling beds, 
and more — distribute wheelchairs, visit 
families to encourage and evangelize, and 
actively spread the love and truth of Jesus.

By Executive Pastor Josh Haveman
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There are many ways that members of the 
church can partner with our short-term 
teams and with the missions work we 
support in Guatemala. 

Please pray for this year’s trip. Our team 
will be gone July 21-28. Pray for smooth 
travels, unity, growth, and that the Lord 
would use the team and their work to bring 
his name praise. Pray that the church 
in Guatemala will grow and the team 
will serve them well. Pray for the Bethel 
Ministries team that is in the country 
permanently. Ask God to strengthen them 
for every task and sustain them in all of 
their work.

You can also partner with our teams by 
offering financial support. You can make 
donations of any amount to the church 
with “Guatemala” noted as the donation 
purpose. That money will be used to buy 
food, build houses, enable transportation 
of teams and equipment, purchase 
wheelchairs, supply Bibles, and more. 

Also, whenever you purchase coffee from 
Guat’s Up Coffee Roasters, a ministry of 
Grace attenders Mark and Julie Farmer, 
100 percent of the profits go directly to 
Guatemala missions. 
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Because of the faithful stewardship of the 
Grace congregation, we and our brothers 
and sisters in Guatemala have a good 
partnership in the gospel. Please consider 
joining in that partnership as we send 
another team this summer. 

To donate to Guatemala trips visit: 
graceb3.org/give-to-gstm

To contact Guat’s Up Coffee Roasters visit: 
graceb3.org/guatsup

For general questions about short-term 
missions at Grace, contact me, Pastor 
Josh at joshh@graceb3.org

http://graceb3.org/give-to-gstm
http://graceb3.org/guatsup
mailto:joshh%40graceb3.org?subject=
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